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Here at Next Steps we provide an exciting learning experience for students 
with a range of special educational needs.

Andy Gilpin - LLDD & ALS Manager

Testimonial from a company that has o�ered
work placement opportunities to our students

For some students Next Steps is a starting point at college and after 
having the right teaching and support through the course they may move 
onto mainstream vocational programmes. Other students can develop 
their skills and confidence in order to get them ready for the world of 
work. We look forward to welcoming you to Next Steps for a fun and 
valuable experience.
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We believe that all students should have 
the opportunity to fulfil their potential.
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At Oxfam Darlington we are always happy to 
welcome work experience students to our team. We 
have previously and are currently offering work 
experience opportunities to Work Skills learners from 
the Next Steps team at the College.  We have found 
these learners to be a real benefit to Oxfam, helping 
us to raise much needed funds for our charitable 
works.  We have three values of inclusiveness, 
accountability and empowerment that we all work to 
uphold as a team, and that means we will provide you 
with a warm welcome, take the time to train you in 
the tasks you choose to do, and encourage you to do 
your very best! We have lots of work experience 
opportunities to choose from - as well as being one of 
the UK's largest charity shops, we also run an online 
shop, so we can offer work experience in Retail, Online 
Retail, Social Media and Photography
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Next Steps at Darlington College provides a 
supported working environment for young people 
making their next steps towards qualifications or 
future employment.

What support can students get
on Next Steps?

The Next Steps Certificate in Independent Living is available at Entry Levels 1-3. The Work 
Skills programme is available up to Level 1. Learners can make progress within Next Steps 
before moving onto other courses or leaving college to do other things.

We work closely with a variety of agencies to make sure we can o�er
learners what they need to succeed.

All our Next Steps courses are taught in small group sizes (average of 
8 students) 

You will learn through practical sessions, classroom based activities, 
visits and practical work in the community

Your personal tutor will meet with you on a regular basis to review 
your progress

We will help you plan your progression 

Our team of Learning Support Assistants are here to give you as much 
support as you need in class. They can also support you out of class at 
break times and lunch times and even meet you in the morning when 
you arrive at college and be with you until you go home

We have a friendly base room where you can go to spend time when 
you are not in lessons, and  support staff are always there to make 
sure you are safe and enjoying your activities

If you are doing a work placement on your course we will also make 
sure that you have support staff with you if you need it

We will also help with funding where appropriate and available 
(up to the age of 25)
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WHAT IS NEXT STEPS?



 

NEXT STEPS
Courses Overview
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NOCN Entry Level 1 Certificate
in Personal Progress (Entry 1)

NOCN Entry Level 2 Certificate in 
Independent Living – Looking after yourself
and your home (Entry 2)

NOCN Entry Level 3 Certificate 
in Skills for Employment, Training and 
Personal Development (Entry 3)

BTEC Entry Level 3/Level 1 Certificate
in Workskills

Preparation for Adulthood

No formal qualifications are required to get onto the Next Steps 
courses but English and maths skills are assessed to make sure
the course will be at the right level for you.

What's Involved?

Qualification: Entry 1, Entry 2, or Entry 3

On these courses students will develop employability skills 
through enterprise and volunteering activities and independent 
living skills. They will have an opportunity to try a vocational area 
from a wide range of options, including Construction, IT/Media, 
Horticulture, Hair and Beauty and Catering. We can also arrange 
some taster sessions in other areas for them.

As part of the course they will also improve their English and 
maths skills to help them progress in the future.

Qualification: Certificate in Workskills

Entry 3 – Level 1

On this course students will further develop skills for work and be 
able to use these skills in a work placement at least one day a 
week. They will also investigate the world of work and continue to 
improve their English, maths and ICT skills.

Preparation For Adulthood

This programme will help prepare students for life after college. It 
will develop their practical independent living skills and help them 
develop a plan for a fulfilling life in their local community, 
including social care / housing options, supported employment 
options and healthy living.

What ELSE IS involved?
Work Placement

Enterprise activities
As part of your course you will have the opportunity to take 
part in our enterprise activities. Groups meet to plan and 
develop business ideas. Some of our groups have baked, 
made craft goods, upcycled items and designed greeting 
cards to sell to members of the public, sta� and students.  

Students access a wide range of work placements on 
the Workskills programme these can be with a number
of external employers.



ellie
clark

EDeXceL E3 CERT PERSONAL & SOCIAL 
DEVELOPMENT

NOCN L1 CERT DEVELOPING SKILLS FOR 
EMPLOYMENT

NEXT STEPS
2016 -2018

PROGRESSION TO Mainstream ALS

CACHE L1 DIP INTRO to HSC & CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE SETTINGS

 CACHE L1 DIPLOMA CARING FOR CHILDREN

CACHE L2 DIP EARLY YEARS PRACTITIONER

currently studying

edexcel E2 CERT PERSONAL & SOCIAL 
DEVELOPMENT

BTEC E2 CERT IN INDEPENDENT LIVING

NOCN E3 CERT SKILLS FOR EMPLOYMENT 
TRAINING & PERSONAL DEVELOPMENT

NEXT STEPS
2016 -2019

PROGRESSION TO Mainstream ALS

UAL L1 DIP ART DESIGN & MEDIA

currently studying

UAL L2 DIP IN CREATIVE DIGITAL MEDIA PROD & TECH

Tom
Robson

You could follow their

By enrolling on one of the Next Steps
SUCCESS
COURSES!
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additional learning support
Sporting activities
We offer a wide range of sporting activities for students to take part in. 
Our multi-use games area is perfect for sports and exercise. Badminton, 
basketball, 5-a-side football and volleyball are just some of the things 
you can take part in.

Student liaison group
Do you have an issue you would like to discuss? The Student Voice 
Group is your ideal opportunity to discuss anything you feel is 
important. We value your views and want to provide you with a 
quality experience throughout your time with us.

Visits and transition
We understand that coming to college for the first time can 
be a bit scary. We can arrange for you to visit the college 
(as many times as you need) before you start the course, 
get to know the building and the sta� and discuss the 
support you might want.

Student representatives
Students elected to these positions have vital roles to play. Student 
Reps are involved in making decisions that help improve the 
quality of our courses. Reps are also part of influential groups such 
as the Student Council and appear on behalf of the college at 
events such as open events and parents’ evening.

Student council

Student association

The student council is made up of student reps, and meets 
monthly to provide an exciting programme of activities, as well as 
looking at important issues which a�ect you.

The association is a�liated with the National Union of Students 
(NUS). The TOTUM card is an exclusive high street discount card, 
which is available from £12. Visit TOTUM.com for more details.

Darlington College welcomes applications 
from people with special educational needs 
and disabilities. We work closely with local 
schools, SENCOs, the local authority SEN 
teams, Social Workers and other 
professionals who can support you to 
discuss your needs with us. 
Visit www.darlington.ac.uk for our local
SEND offer.

We are committed to making sure that all 
students receive the additional learning 
support they need to access the college 
and achieve their goals. Sensitive and 
individualised support is always available.

Have your�ay about

THINGS
that are

IMPORTANT
to you!

BREAKFAST CLUB
FREE Breakfast for all full time students and 
apprentices between 8:15am and  8:50am Monday 
to Friday (toast, cereal, tea and coffee available)
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Students on Next Steps have lots of opportunity to take 
part in volunteering and fundraising activities. Activities 
include helping out and raising money for our local 
charities. These volunteering and funding activities are 
really good fun and students always come up with ideas to 
do more. Volunteering is a great way to develop 
transferable skills and knowledge, improve your 
employability and gain valuable experience towards your 
course or future career. Visit www.do-it.org.uk to find out 
more. The college operates a student ambassador scheme 
which allows you to support events at college and your 
previous school.

Volunteering and fundraising 
activities

Get Social
Follow us on Twitter: @NextStepsatDC
Find us on Facebook: Nextstepsdc
Watch us on Youtube: Darlington College
Check us out on Pinterest: Darlingtonfe



parent and guardian information

It is time for your son or daughter to decide on their 
future career, and we can help by leading them on 
to the correct course of study. We want our 
students to succeed in their chosen field, career or 
university and will do all that we can to make sure 
that they get on the right path.

Parents’ evenings
We keep in regular contact with parents and invite 
you in for discussions as-and-when required. A formal 
parents’ evening is held in March every year, where 
you’ll get the chance to meet tutors and ask any 
questions you have. You will also receive a report 
three times a year to give you an overview of your 
son/daughter’s progress.

Safeguarding
Students safety is always at the top of our agenda. 
The college has a safeguarding policy that is 
rigorously enforced and all matters relating to it are 
of the utmost importance to us.

Every student matters
We take the well-being and safety of all our students 
very seriously. We strive to ensure a safe and 
welcoming environment in college, and have 
safeguarding and anti-bullying policies in place to 
ensure that young people and vulnerable adults 
studying with us do so in a safe and secure 
environment.

At Darlington College we aim to provide financial help to
students that need it the most. If you enrol on a full time course 
and are aged between 16-18 you could receive help with the 
cost of studying through our 16-18 Bursary.

FINANCIAL HELP
16-18 and 19+ Learner Support Fund
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For further details,
speak to a member of the

STUDENT
FINANCE
Team on...

01325 503037, or email
studentfinance@darlington.ac.uk

KEEPING PARENTS
INFORMED

AND STUDENTS SAFE

£££



 

Full time course and 
Apprenticeship Open Events

Visit: www.darlington.ac.uk for more information

 Darlington College
Central Park, Haughton Road, 
Darlington, DL1 1DR
Call: (01325) 503050 www.darlington.ac.uk

CHLOE MCSTRAVICK
We are incredibly proud of Chloe, who started 
at Darlington College back in 2015 on a 
Certificate for Independent Living course and 
then went onto a Developing Skills for 
Employment programme.
 
Moving onto Science in 2017, she then 
completed her Level 2 in Applied Science, 
followed by the Level 3 in Applied Science and 
finally the Level 3 Extended Diploma in 
Applied Science. 

Chloe su�ers severely from anxiety and this is a 
MASSIVE milestone after an incredible journey 
that will enable her to go to University having 
gained a Distinction! 

Next stop: Teesside University to study 
Forensic Science.

Chloe

next steps 2015

distinction grade Teesside University 
- Forensic Science

Level 2 Applied Science

Level 3 Diploma in Applied Science

Level 3 Extended Diploma 
in applied Science

NEXT STOP

Thursday 21 January 2021 - 5.30PM - 7.30PM

Wednesday 24 March 2021 - 5.30PM - 7.30PM

Saturday 19 June 2021 - Open Door Festival - 11AM - 3PM

Wednesday 20 October 2021 - 5.30pm–7.30pm

Thursday 25 November 2021 - 5.30pm–7.30pm


